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ABSTRACT 

 

My MFA Thesis project “Urban Renewal" is a multimedia meditation 

on memory, public policy and the significance of the buildings we live in. The solo 

performance maps an experience of growing up in Hyde Park, Chicago in the 60s, 

caught in the crosshairs of power and history. The performance project “Urban 

Renewal” explores intersections between the personal, the political and the aesthetic.  

The Thesis begins with a personal tour around an art world that has influenced my work, 

from childhood through my professional life. I look at experimental dance, theater and 

performance practices and works from the inside, from the point of view of a participant: 

audience, student, performer and collaborator.  

 

The subsequent responses to reading are a way of separating out ideas about facts and 

fictions in creating a work of the imagination that encompasses multiple points of view, 

from private memory to public history.  

 

I look at theoretical approaches to Memory, Structure and The City that relate to the 

substance and form of my interdisciplinary work in “Urban Renewal”. I’m intrigued by 

the complexities, ambiguities and ironies of the subject.  I grew up in a chaotic place, in 

a turbulent time, in a culture built on ironies and contradiction. Once we start looking at 

cities, how we build them and how they build us, that glance can quickly expand to 

taking on the whole of human history. I’ve enjoyed this opportunity to focus down and 

spend some time with a few deep thinkers.   

 

The conclusion is a reflection on the April 12, 2010 performance at EMPAC of “Urban 

Renewal”. 

 

 


