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Abstract 
 

Imagining information technology along an axis of homogeneity-fostering stability and 

heterogeneity-supporting multivariant flexibility encourages analyses of technology to fully 

engage in issues of power, memory, and inequality in political situations. In simplistic terms, 

stable information technologies emphasize archivable single narratives in the information they 

contain and offer a focus on repetition and permanence in readings of their content. One result is 

that these technologies, which are often make reference to a standardized set of information, are 

more valenced toward homogenous interpretation of policy issues by the populations that 

subscribe to these readings. In contrast, multivariant flexible information technologies emphasize 

a plurality of divergent narratives in their content and the transitory nature of the information 

involved in the context. As a result, the technologies are more valenced toward supporting 

heterogeneous populations, articulating the multiplicities of changeable interpretations of policy 

needs, and dealing effectively with the nature of many intersectional issues of identity and 

democratic participation. I suggest that this is a useful distinction to work with to begin to 

understand how information technologies reproduce politics and political outcomes, particularly 

in polarized societies where counter-hegemonic and intersectional approaches are difficult to 

envision in theory, much less in practice 

In Northern Ireland, the use of information technologies that support forms of 

heterogeneous participation and the expression of multiple identities fosters cultural change that 

introduces more flexible and intersectional identity categories, narratives, and information 

strategies. This effort has already had dramatic effects on the potential processes of political 

engagement, and it may provide a basis for the cultural change required in Northern Ireland. 

However, the information technologies that promote the dominant discourse of single identity 

politics (and provide limited options for participation) remain dominant, and are continually 

recreated by residents who are invested in the maintenance of the dual narrative expectations and 

bipolar domination of Catholic and Protestant in Northern Ireland. However, my close 
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examination of flexibility and stability indicates that there is potential for cultural change in the 

near future and sheds light on the complex interactions of political participation, 

intersectionality, and information technology in Northern Ireland.




