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Abstract

iv

Urban conditions of socio-economic variety require architecture that creates communi-
ties of dwellings that can sustain population shifts, remaining vital and acting as a revi-
talizing mechanism for the surrounding context. To design these spaces, careful con-
sideration and incorporation of defensible space is crucial. To create developments that 
embrace community and remain vital we must also capitalize on their intrinsic qualities 
to grow and change. The design challenge then becomes one of balance; encouraging 
individuality and ownership, while creating a place that is fi rst and foremost safe.

Combining systems of fl exibility and adaptability with the integration of existing urban 
fabric produces a platform for creating a development of dwellings that embraces the hu-
man condition. As we evolve, so do our lifestyles, life courses and economies. Architec-
ture that nurtures these segues is constructive - encouraging investment in home, and 
in place. The dwelling development design of this thesis comines the aforementioned 
approaches with a highly contextual concept that draws on the existing community provi-
sions that have demonstrated a great deal of community involvement within the demo-
graphic and geography of North Central Troy, New York.

The design of low-cost housing in a “fringe” urban neighborhood cannot be trendy, glam-
orous, or over-done if it is to remain vital. Decisions made that will effect perecptions of 
the place by occupants and outsiders including those of safety, individuality, and owner-
ship are the important factors that will determine the ultimate success of a project such 
as this.


