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ABSTRACT

As practices, theatre and architecture are both highly synthetic. When successful, both 

take many disparate elements and subjectively recombine them into a cohesive whole, 

while  solving and addressing real-world problems.  In the case of  theatrical  practice, 

these most often relate to presenting a narrative in an effective way-a subjective element

—while also staging an actual event—an objective, present reality. Architecture has a 

similar  duality:  the  subjective  shaping  of  space  coupled  with  the  tectonic  reality  of 

building.

If it can be established that both of these practices involve a significant degree of 

subjectivity, it seems equally valid to state that finding some generative diagram would 

be a way to both limit and spark the creation of the subjective. Both architecture and 

theatrical  production  commonly  begin  with  a  conceptual  idea  that  can  serve  as  a 

framework and a generator for the elements of the work.

It seems quite possible,  then,  that works of theatre,  as literature  and as practice, 

could be used to generate works of architecture. Taking this as a thesis, it can be used to 

explore the linkages between theatre and architecture. It also raises significant problems 

to be addressed. Can the inherent linearity in a work of drama assist in the formation of 

architectural works that afford non-linear opportunities? And do other dynamic aspects 

of  a  play  (for  example,  narrative,  characterization,  objectives)  have  analogues  in 

architecture?
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